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2. Patristic writers’ defence of Christian non-observance of ordinances in the Old Covenant
Law:

e 2 different categories of law per OT scriptures: those with universal and abiding
application (usually identified with the Ten Commandments) and a set of precepts
necessitated by the historical circumstances of God’s people.

e The sacrificial and purity laws were imposed as a response to the sin of the golden calf.
They were not part of God’s original arrangement with Israel.

e Christian non-observance of Israel’s ritual code was anticipated in the Patriarchal period.
Christianity is a return to this period.

(See Michael Barber, The Yoke of Servitude: Christian Non-Observance of the Law’s Cultic

Precepts in Patristic Sources, in Letter & Spirit, vol 7, 2011, p.69.)

Also, Ez 20:25; Jer 7:22; destruction of the Jerusalem Temple and cessation of all ceremonial
laws in 70 A.D.

3. “In this case, the thought of Hebrews is similar to that of Paul, who wrote that Jesus “has
abolished the law with its commandments and ordinances” (Eph 2:15). Both Paul and
Hebrews are declaring that in Christ’s death and resurrection the true aim of the Torah — a
lasting, unbreakable covenant relationship with the Lord — has been perfectly accomplished”
(CCSS 139).

“[J]ust as the fruit is separated from the seed, although the fruit comes from the seed. So
likewise the gospel is separated from the law, whilst it advances from the law — a different
thing from it, but not an alien one; diverse, but not contrary” (St. Irenacous, ANF 3:361).
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